




Next Steps: Planning For the Future

As you accompany your children through their secondary school experience, you will most likely want to gather 
information about what they can expect after graduating, should they decide to pursue further training or 
education. 

Gaining Access to Post-Secondary Education
How Students Are Selected by Universities, Colleges and Trade Schools

Each postsecondary learning institution (university, college or trade school) has clearly laid out requirements for 
admission. These requirements may vary according to the school, and perhaps the program. Students will need to 
know this information when they are choosing their secondary school courses, what these requirements are when 
applying to schools or programs that interest them.

Requirements related to students’ marks also vary. For example, to enter some university programs, students 
must have grades that average 85 to 90%, whereas for others, 65 to 70% may be sufficient. Universities look 
primarily at students’ Grade 12 marks. 

When spaces are limited, those students with higher marks and other qualifications are accepted first, even 
though others may have marks that fall within the required range. 

English Requirements For English-Language Universities and College Admissions

English-language universities and some colleges require students who have been in Canada for less than four (or 
five) years to take the TOEFL English test (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or a similar language test.  Most 
university programs also require students to take specific English courses in secondary school before admission. 

For more information, please check the admission requirements for each university or college where your children 
may be interested in applying. 

For some sample tests to practice as well as more information about TOEFL, please visit: toefl.org/.

Meeting Students’ Language Needs

Many English-language universities and colleges offer help for students who are learning English. Specific 
information is listed on their individual web sites.

For French-speaking students, Ontario offers postsecondary training in French in different parts of the province, 
and in a number of programs in colleges and universities. 

Mature Students

In some cases, colleges and universities will accept students without their Ontario Secondary School Diploma 
(OSSD), once they have reached a certain age. Students may enter the school as ‘Mature Students’. The age of 
acceptance under the category of mature student is determined by each college and university. Please ask the 
school in question about the age, and any other requirements needed. 

77



Scholarships, Bursaries, and Loans

Some students can reduce or delay the cost of university, college or training with special scholarships, 
bursaries, grants and loans. Each of these kinds of financial aid has different terms and obligations, and it is 
important to understand what is involved in receiving this kind of help, before accepting it. 

Some funding is awarded based on financial need and may be a loan only (such as a student loan), while 
other funding (such as a scholarship) is awarded based on student merit. Loans are typically to be repaid and 
with ‘interest’, upon completion of the student’s studies. 

Each application is evaluated, and not everyone who applies for such funding is successful in receiving it. 

Student loans are available from both the provincial and federal governments. Financial help may vary from 
one province to another and from one school to another. For more information, see osap.gov.on.ca. 

The guidance counsellor at your children’s school will have information about the different kinds of financial 
aid available to students, their terms and conditions, as well as information about who can apply and how to 
do it. Students and their parents are responsible for applying for this assistance, and it is best to apply at the 
same time that the university or college application is made. 

For more information about available scholarships, see scholarshipscanada.com.

Different Kinds of Post-Secondary Institutions
Colleges

Colleges offer programs ranging from one-year certificates to two- or three-year diplomas. Some colleges 
offer four-year degree programs called Applied Degrees. Applied Degrees are recognized by some university 
graduate schools, allowing students to enter graduate studies.                          

To be admitted to most college programs, the student must have an Ontario Secondary School Diploma. 
Admission to some programs is very competitive and when space is limited, students may need high marks to 
get into them. 

You can learn more about the admissions requirements and policies for colleges, including the courses that 
are required and the marks that are needed, in the Ontario College Guide, available in Guidance offices and 
online at ontariocolleges.ca.

Example of Requirements For a College Course 

The following is based on the admission requirements for the Police Foundations course:

•  Ontario Secondary School Diploma.

•  Grade 12 English (C = college) or (U = university) (ENG4C, ENG4U). 

•   Recommended subjects include: Mathematics: any Grade 12 College level Mathematics  
(MAP 4C or MCT 4C); or any Grade 12 University level Mathematics

•  Keyboarding ability, basic computer literacy and word processing skills are recommended.
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Apprenticeship Programs

Apprenticeship programs provide full-time, on-the-job training for people who learn best by practicing  
what they learn. 

This type of training equips people for well-paying jobs that demand a high level of skill, judgment and creativity. 
Apprentices are paid while they gain work experience, and their wages increase with their skills.

In Apprenticeship programs, students receive a much higher proportion of training through practical experience 
and a much lower proportion of classroom learning. About 90% of apprenticeship training is provided in the 
workplace by an employer. About 10% of apprenticeship training is classroom instruction on theory, usually at a 
local college or another approved training organization.

For more information about apprenticeship programs, see tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/employmentontario/training.

Universities

In universities, undergraduate degrees are the first step for students, followed by what is known as ‘graduate 
studies’. The first step students take when pursuing this level of studies, is completing a Masters Degree.  
Students may continue to the next, and highest level of studies, receiving a Doctorate.

Upon completion of each step, students must apply to become a Masters or Doctoral student in the area of study, 
and in the institution of their choice. Admission requirements for each of these levels, in different programs, at 
different universities, varies significantly.

Most university programs have their own requirements for admission. However, the typical minimum requirement 
for applying for admission to an undergraduate program at a university is a combination of six (6) Grade 12 
academic courses (university courses and university/college preparation courses). 

When spaces are limited, most universities will give preference to students who have taken university preparation 
courses and who have higher marks and other relevant qualifications.

You can find out which courses are needed for specific university programs and the marks required at the Ontario 
Universities’ Application Centre: ouac.on.ca.

Some universities and colleges work together to provide programs in which students spend two years studying in 
that college, followed by two years in that university. Nursing programs are often organized in this fashion. 

Private Career Colleges

Registered private career colleges offer practical training and usually shorter programs. Since career colleges are 
privately owned and receive no funding from the government, tuition fees are often higher. Usually, an Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma is required for admission, but requirements will vary. 

For additional information about postsecondary studies and training, please visit the Ontario Ministry of Training, 
Colleges and Universities website at: edu.gov.on.ca/eng/tcu. 
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Need More lnformation? 

This guide provides a little information about a lot of topics. Here are some suggestions for getting more 
information:

•    Approaching your children’s teachers, guidance counsellor, SWIS worker, ESL teacher, the principal,  
vice-principal, support staff (such as a social worker), or the school office staff.

•    For more information about settling in Ontario, including learning English, finding a job, finding housing for 
your family, getting access to health care, and much more, please visit: settlement.org.

•    For more information about the Francophone education sector, Francophone culture and life in Ontario, 
attending French-language schools or accessing services in French, please visit: teeontario.ca.  
This website also offers information about related issues of safety. 

•    For more information about bullying and prevention, or about equitable and inclusive schools, please visit: 
safeatschool.ca.

•    For more information about supporting young boys in developing healthy, equal relationships and 
preventing violence against girls and women, please visit: itstartswithyou.ca. For information on this topic in 
French, please visit: commenceavectoi.ca.

•    For more information about getting involved in your children’s school life, have a look at the Capsule Family 
Gets Involved, a series of short films and guides about parent involvement at school at  
infocopa.com/capen.  

•    Contact your school board to get more information about their policies and procedures.

•  To locate the school board in your community visit: edu.gov.on.ca/eng/sbinfo.

•    For more information about schools, the curriculum, language programs, and the school system, visit the 
Ministry of Education’s website: ontario.ca/education.

•    For information about parent involvement in their children’s education, you can have a look at the resources 
on the Ministry’s Parents Matter website: edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/getinvolved.html. (Information is 
provided in 27 languages). You can also visit: ontario.ca/eduparents.

•    For Special Education resources, visit: edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/speced.html.

•    For information about the Ontario Ministry of Education’s commitment to Safe and Accepting Schools, 
including the Equity and Inclusive Education and Safe Schools Strategies, visit:  
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/index.html.

•    For information about the Ontario School Counsellor’s Association, visit: osca.ca.

•    For information about Ontario School Councils, visit: schoolcouncils.net.

•    For information about the Parent Involvement Centre, visit: parentinvolvement.ca.

•    To learn more about the ongoing campaigns of No one is Illegal-Toronto, visit:  
toronto.nooneisillegal.org.

•    For more information on the French as a second language program (FSL) visit:  
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/amenagement/FLS.html. 
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School-Related Vocabulary

•   Academic Courses – Courses in Grades 9 and 10 that lead to university, college, apprenticeship, training or 
directly to work.

•   Admission Requirements – A description of what is required in order to enter university, college or an 
apprenticeship program.

•   Applied Courses – Courses in Grades 9 and 10 that lead to college, apprenticeship, training, or directly to work.

•   Apprenticeship – A program for people who want to work in a skilled trade and who learn best through direct 
practice. Apprenticeship provides real-life work experience and training for students during school and/or after 
they graduate.

•   Assessment – The process of determining a student’s skills. Many school boards require students to have their 
mathematics and English language skills assessed before they start secondary school.

•   Attendance Boundary – The zone around the building that defines the streets and homes that belong to that 
school. Your home address usually determines the school that your child attends. 

•   Bullying – A form of persistent and aggressive behaviour directed at an individual or individuals that is intended 
to cause (or should be known to cause) fear and distress and/or harm to another person’s body, feelings, 
self-esteem, or reputation. Bullying occurs in a context where there is a real or perceived power imbalance. 
Repetition of bullying incidents may exacerbate the power imbalance and the negative impact.

•   Career Path – The series of steps that must be taken to enter a particular career or occupation.

•   Code of Conduct – The description of the behaviour that is expected of students.

•   Confidentiality – Refers to the understanding that teachers will not share information about a student’s 
schoolwork or family situation with other parents or community members.

•   Conflict – Disagreement that usually starts when someone decides that current conditions are unacceptable and 
need to be changed. Only one person is needed to start a conflict; others may become involved – whether they 
wish to or not – in response to this initial drive for change. 

•    Co-op – A program that places the student with an employer for portions of the day so that the student can 
practice their skills and knowledge in real-life situations.

•   Credits – Students earn one credit when they successfully complete a school subject or course (110 hours). A 
minimum of thirty (30) credits are needed to graduate. Some courses are compulsory and others are optional.

•   Curriculum – The official description of a course and what must be learned.

•   Detention – Being detained, or kept in school after classes are over. A minor consequence for unacceptable 
behaviour.

•   Diversity – The presence of a wide range of human qualities and attributes within a group, organization or 
society. The dimensions of diversity include, but are not limited to, ancestry, culture, ethnicity, gender, gender 
identity, language, physical and intellectual ability, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, and socio-economic 
status.

•   ELD – English Literacy Development courses offered to children who have missed time in school before coming 
to Canada or when they first arrive. These courses help them develop basic rules of reading and writing and 
facilitate their integration. 

•    ESL – English as a Second Language courses offered in English-language schools to students who are learning 
English.  

•    Equity – A condition or state of fair, inclusive, and respectful treatment of all people. Equity does not mean 
treating people the same without regard for individual differences. 

•    Essential Courses – Grades 9 and 10 Mathematics, Science and English courses that have been adapted to focus 
on the most essential concepts of a subject.
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•    Expulsion – Permanently removing (expelling) a student from school. Strictly regulated by Provincial laws, it 
requires the student to provide commitments (agree to certain requirements) before being allowed to return 
to school.

•    Francophone – Persons whose mother tongue is French, plus those whose mother tongue is neither French 
nor English but have a particular knowledge of French as an Official Language and use French at home.

•   Graduation Requirements – A description of what students must do in order to qualify for an Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma.

•    Harassment – A form of discrimination that may include unwelcome attention and remarks, jokes, threats, 
name-calling, touching, or other behaviour (including the display of pictures) that is meant to (or should be 
known to) insult, offend, or demean someone because of his or her identity. Harassment is directed at an 
individual by someone whose conduct or comments are, or should reasonably be known to be, offensive, 
inappropriate, intimidating, and hostile.  

•    Human Rights – Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, whatever our nationality, place of 
residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, language, or any other status. We are all equally 
entitled to our human rights without discrimination. These rights are all interrelated, interdependent and 
indivisible.

•   Kindergarten – Educational program that is designed to help young children build on their prior knowledge 
and experiences, form concepts, acquire foundational skills, and form positive attitudes to learning as they 
begin to develop their goals for lifelong learning. 

•    Licensed Child Care – Child care programs must meet and maintain specific provincial standards set  
out in the Day Nurseries Act. These standards provide for the health, safety and developmental needs  
of the children. 

•   Mandatory Consequences – Actions that, by law, must happen - usually in response to a student’s 
unacceptable behaviour.

•    Non-Semestered – Refers to a school where students study the same courses from the beginning of the 
school year to the end.

•   Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) – The diploma that is given to students who graduate from 
secondary school.

•    Ontario Student Record (OSR) – As students go through school, their report cards, record of courses and 
other educational documents are stored in the Ontario Student Record (OSR).

•   Open Courses – Credit courses teach general skills and knowledge such as Art, Music and Physical 
Education.

•   Parent – In this guide, the term also includes guardians, caregivers and other family members.

•    Parent-Teacher Interviews – Conversations between parents and teachers about how the student is doing 
at school. Usually interviews take place in the fall and the spring but can be arranged at any time. Many 
schools can provide an interpreter if you ask ahead of time. 

•   Prerequisite – Refers to a specific course or subject students must complete before they can take another 
course at the next grade level. For example, the prerequisite for Grade 11 University Preparation Physics is 
Grade 10 Academic Science.

•   Provincial Code of Conduct – The description of the behaviour that is expected of students.

•    Provincial Standard – The percentage mark (70 - 79%) that indicates that students are well prepared for work 
in the next grade or course.

•   Principal – A person who has a supervisory, decision-making and leadership role in schools.

•   Recess – A break in the child’s learning/instructional day where children play outside or participate in school 
related activities).

•    Religious Accommodation – The reasonable steps that schools will take in consideration of the religious 
practices of students.
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•    Report Card – The official summary of a student’s progress in school. Written by the teacher of each subject, it is 
for the parent and student to review.

•   Report Card Response Form – The form that is sent to parents with the report card. It should be signed by a 
parent and returned to the school.

•   School Board – A regional body that operates/administers a group of schools.

•   School Council – A forum through which parents and other members of school communities can contribute to 
improving student achievement and school performance. 

•   Superintendent – A person who is a senior leader in public education and who is responsible for supervising a 
number of schools in a community.

•   Secondary schools – Schools for students from Grades 9 to 12, also known as high schools or collegiate 
institutes.

•   Semestered – Refers to a school where students usually study one set of four courses in the first half of the year 
and a different set of four courses in the second half.

•   Special Education – Unique programs designed for students with special needs.

•   Suspension – The policy of temporarily removing (suspending) a student from all classes for a number of days 
or weeks (maximum 20 school days). In some cases suspension is mandatory, and it is a serious consequence  
of unacceptable behaviour.

•   Transcript – The official record of a student’s studies, courses and grades. It is sent to colleges, universities and 
training programs when a student applies to enter those programs.

•   Trustee – Elected representative that make decisions concerning the supervision and management  
of a local school board. 

•   Vice-Principal – A person who has a supervisory, decision-making and leadership role in schools.  
Works closely with the principal. 
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